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Report on the Situation of Human Rights in the Republic of Venezuela.

When Venezuela is described as a large open-air concentration camp, where its inhabitants are

subjected to all kinds of arbitrariness, systematic repression and State terrorism, it is not just a

slogan, it is the way to describe a System of Torture. Venezuelan society lives in anguish, moves

with the force of fear and the instinct of survival.

That society learned that the "State" that should protect her, guaranteeing her basic rights, not

only lacked responsibility, but also punished her, denying her the right to identity, food, health,

security and basic services. And that punishment was induced through fear, that feeling

generated by years of repression, where whoever protests or demonstrates, declares or informs,

defends or denounces, can be a victim of the cruelest crimes, such as torture, forced

disappearance, sexual violence. violence or murder. (1)

In May 2018, Nicolás Maduro prevailed in the presidential elections against an opposition

severely weakened by years of government repression, against a backdrop of widespread

accusations that the elections had not met international standards for free and fair elections. (2)

There are currently no permanent independent government institutions in Venezuela that can

curb the executive branch. Both during the Maduro government and earlier during that of Hugo

Chávez, the authorities brought judges to court without the slightest claim to independence. The

government has lashed out at critics through a brutal crackdown on the streets, the jailing of

opponents and the prosecution of civilians in military courts. It has also stripped the National

Assembly, which has an opposition majority, of its powers.

Due to severe shortages of medicine, medical supplies and food, many Venezuelans are unable

to adequately feed their families or access the most basic medical care. The mass exodus of
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Venezuelan citizens fleeing repression and scarcity represents the largest migration crisis of

its kind in recent Latin American history.

Other concerns that persist are the precarious conditions of detention, impunity for human

rights violations, and the harassment of human rights defenders and independent media outlets

by public officials. (3)

General characteristics.

Some revealing data:

● In 2018 , 12,715 protests were registered throughout the country according to the

Venezuelan Observatory of Social Conflict.

● It is estimated that 3 million people have forcibly migrated in search of international

protection; and between 2017 and 2018 is the period of greatest migratory flow,

according to IOM, UNHCR and various sources.

● The official minimum wage in Venezuela is 6 dollars a month.

● Inflation in Venezuela was 1,698,488.2% in 2018, according to the National Assembly.

The IMF estimates an annual inflation of 10,000,000% for 2019. (4)

During January 22 and 23, the president of the National Assembly, Juan Guaidó, called for

massive protests against the government of Nicolás Maduro throughout the country, and

particularly in popular sectors. where there is a large presence of pro-government armed groups

of Nicolás Maduro. The response of the Venezuelan State consisted of the deployment of

tactical police forces with firearms during which complaints of serious human rights violations

have been filed.

According to the Venezuelan Penal Forum, there were 988 people arbitrarily detained between

January 21 and 31; 741 of whom remain in custody as of February 6, 2019, including 137

children and adolescents, of whom 10 remain in detention. According to the same organization,

only on January 23, the day of the massive march called by the opposition, there were 770

arbitrary arrests. In addition to the arbitrary detentions that Foro Penal documented in the past,

it is estimated that there are currently 942 people arbitrarily detained for political reasons.



Several Venezuelan civil society organizations have also denounced the death of 40 people

in the context of the protests; and complaints of torture and other mistreatment in the

context of

arbitrary detentions - even in cases of children and adolescents -, among other serious human

rights violations.

The refugee crisis

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees reported that more than 3 million, out of

an estimated 32 million Venezuelan population, had fled the country between 2014 and

November 2018. Many more people whose cases have also left have not been registered. by the

authorities (5)

The combination of the political, economic, humanitarian and human rights crisis in Venezuela

means that many Venezuelans must leave the country and are unable or unwilling to return.

Some qualify for recognition as refugees. Others do not, but would face serious difficulties if

they were forced to return to Venezuela and were in urgent need of humanitarian assistance in

the countries to which they have emigrated.

Colombia is home to the largest number of people, followed by Peru, Chile, Argentina, Ecuador

and Brazil.

Violations of the rights to food and health are the main factors. Many people seek protection of

their right to live with dignity. Other factors are violence and insecurity, the collapse of basic

services and the deterioration of the educational system. In the case of women, there is the lack

of access to pre- and postnatal health care and the lack of protection mechanisms against

domestic violence. Politically motivated persecution is also forcing many Venezuelans to apply for

asylum. Children and the elderly are the ones who usually stay in the country, with grandmothers

assuming the burden of care.

The situations of vulnerability that are generated in Venezuela are aggravated by the problems

faced by migrants in transit and destination countries, such as the lack of status of regular

migrants, undignified living conditions, labor exploitation, discrimination and xenophobia. These

vulnerability factors, combined with hypersexualized stereotypes, increase the exposure of



migrant women, adolescents, and girls to trafficking, sexual exploitation, and other forms of

gender-based violence during the journey and at the destination.

Persecution of Political Opponents

The Venezuelan government has imprisoned political opponents and disqualified them from

running for public office.

Successive laws and legislative reforms have facilitated the criminalization of the opposition and

any person critical of the Government through vague provisions, increased penalties for acts that

are guaranteed by the right to freedom of peaceful assembly, the use of military jurisdiction for

civilians and NGO restrictions to represent victims of human rights violations.

In 2018-2019, several union leaders and many workers who had protested for decent wages and

working conditions were arbitrarily fired and detained. Dozens of health professionals who

protested the state of health in the country were fired and/or threatened by their superiors and

some were arbitrarily detained. University staff critical of the government were threatened with

non-payment of salaries, were prevented from accessing their workplaces and traveling abroad,

and were arbitrarily detained. Human rights defenders were victims of smear campaigns in the

official media and subjected to surveillance, intimidation, harassment, threats and arbitrary

arrests. Chavez dissidents, military dissidents and public officials and employees of state

companies who are considered opponents were also attacked. Many of the victims of such acts

have reduced their activities, gone into hiding or gone into exile. Likewise, women, in particular

human rights defenders, nurses, teachers and civil servants, have suffered attacks based on their

gender through sexist comments, online gender-based violence and public humiliation. The

selective repression against members of the opposition and social leaders instills fear by showing

the consequences of opposing or simply criticizing the government or expressing disagreement.

Crackdown on protests

During the crackdown in 2014 and 2017, members of the Venezuelan security forces, along with

armed government support groups called "colectivos", attacked protests, in which tens of

thousands of protesters participated. Members of the security forces fired riot gear at close

range at protesters, brutally beat people who showed no resistance, and carried out violent raids

on apartment buildings.

Judicial Independence



Since former President Chávez and his supporters in the National Assembly carried out a

political takeover of the Supreme Court of Justice in 2004, the judiciary has ceased to act as

an independent governmental branch. Members of the Supreme Court have openly rejected the

principle of separation of powers and have publicly expressed their commitment to promoting

the government's political agenda. The court has upheld abusive practices and policies time and

time again. This is stated by HRW in the report.

Report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on the situation in
Venezuela.

GENEVA (July 4, 2019)

In its resolution 39/1, the Human Rights Council requested the High Commissioner for Human

Rights to prepare “a comprehensive written report on the situation of human rights in the

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela” (Venezuela) and present at its 41st session.

This report focuses on the human rights situation in Venezuela since 2018, also analyzing

relevant developments that took place before. It highlights patterns of violations that directly

and indirectly affect all human rights: civil, political, economic, social and cultural. The report

includes a gender focus, highlighting the specific experiences of women and girls.

In this report, UNHCR recognizes the lack of freedom of expression, based on the application of

a communicational hegemony creating an environment that restricts independent media. This

situation has continued to deteriorate in 2018-2019. They have had to close dozens of print

media and the government closed radio stations and forced them to stop broadcasting television

channels. Arrests of journalists increased, including foreign journalists who were expelled or left

the country immediately after their release. There are currently hundreds of Venezuelan journalists

in exile. The Internet and social networks have become the main means of communication and

information for the population, further limiting access to independent information for people who

do not have access to the Internet. Internet speed is gradually declining, including lack of

investment in infrastructure. In addition, in recent years, the government has blocked independent

news websites and periodically blocked major social networks.



OHCHR documented several cases of arbitrary arrests of people for expressing opinions on

social media. In the last ten years, the NGO Espacio Público has registered arbitrary arrests

and criminal charges against 55 people for posts on social networks, 24 of them in 2018.

In this report, the OHCHR acknowledges the participation of public security forces and

intelligence in constant torture and rape. against the civilian population. The security apparatus

includes the Bolivarian National Guard (GNB), the Bolivarian National Police (PNB) and its Special

Action Forces (FAES), the Scientific, Penal and Criminal Investigations Corps (CICPC), the

Bolivarian National Intelligence Service (SEBIN) and the General Directorate of Military

Counterintelligence (DGCIM). The GNB and the GNP have been responsible for the excessive use

of force in demonstrations since at least 2014. The FAES, a rapid response unit created in 2017 to

combat organized crime, has allegedly been responsible for numerous extrajudicial executions in

security operations. , such as the CICPC. The intelligence services (SEBIN and DGCIM) have been

responsible for arbitrary arrests, mistreatment and torture of political opponents and their

families. Armed groups contribute to this system by exercising social control in local communities

and supporting the security forces in repressing demonstrations and dissidents.

Likewise, the United Nations draws attention to the situation of the justice system and its

partiality, since these have been controlled by the executive, therefore, at this time in Venezuela

there is no independent judiciary.

The institutions responsible for the protection of human rights, such as the Attorney General's

Office, judges, and the Ombudsman's Office, generally do not carry out prompt, effective,

exhaustive, independent, impartial, and transparent investigations into rights violations. Human

beings and other crimes committed by state actors do not bring those responsible to justice, nor

do they protect victims and witnesses. Such inaction contributes to impunity and the repetition

of violations.

Arbitrary detention, torture and ill-treatment.

According to the NGO Foro Penal Venezolano, at least 15,045 people were detained for political

reasons between January 2014 and May 2019. Of these, 527 were detained in 2018 and 2,091

between January and May 2019. Most of them were detained in the demonstration context. As

of May 31, 2019, 793 people were arbitrarily deprived of their liberty, 1,437 people had been

unconditionally released, and 8,598 people had been conditionally released and were still facing



lengthy criminal proceedings]. The others were released without appearing before a judge.

Fear of being arrested again has led several of them to leave the country. OHCHR considers

that the Government has used arbitrary arrests as one of the main instruments to intimidate and

suppress political opposition and any expression of dissent, real or suspected, since at least

2014.

OHCHR was able to document detailed information on 135 cases of people (23 women and 112

men) arbitrarily deprived of liberty between 2014 and 2019. Of these, 23 were detained in 2018

and 8 in 2019. Some of these cases were forced disappearances until the authorities revealed the

whereabouts of the detained persons, days or weeks after their arrests. In most cases, the arrests

were carried out in response to people exercising their human rights, in particular freedom of

opinion, expression, association and peaceful assembly. The arrests often had no legal basis.

OHCHR also found serious and repeated violations of fair trial guarantees in each of these cases.

None of the victims interviewed who were released has been compensated for the violation of

their rights for having been arbitrarily detained.

In most of these cases, the detained women and men were subjected to one or more forms of

torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, such as the application of electric

currents, suffocation with plastic bags, simulated drowning, beatings , sexual violence, etc food

and water deprivation, forced postures and exposure to extreme temperatures. Security forces

and intelligence services, especially SEBIN and DGCIM, regularly resorted to these measures to

extract information and confessions, intimidate and punish detainees. The authorities have not

promptly, effectively, thoroughly, independently, impartially, and transparently investigated

allegations of torture and ill-treatment, including cases of sexual and gender-based violence, nor

have they brought those allegedly responsible to justice, nor have they provided reparations to

victims. In particular, judicial authorities have often reversed the burden of proof by refusing to

open investigations unless victims identify those responsible. According to the Public Ministry, 72

complaints of alleged torture and other ill-treatment have been registered against 174 people

detained in the context of the protests between 2017 and 2019. No information was provided on

the status of the investigations.

OHCHR documented cases of sexual and gender-based violence against women and girls during

their detention, in particular by members of SEBIN and DGCIM, as well as by GNB officials. The

women interviewed denounced physical aggressions such as dragging them by the hair and



inappropriate touching, threats of rape, forced nudity, and sexist and gender insults, in order to

humiliate and punish them, as well as to extract confessions.

Likewise, the information analyzed by the OHCHR shows that the conditions of detention of a

significant number of people deprived of their liberty do not meet minimum international

standards on the humane treatment of prisoners and often amount to ill-treatment. In general,

detention centers, especially pretrial detention centers, are often overcrowded and unsanitary.

Detainees have limited access to food, water, sanitation, sunlight, and recreational facilities. Their

access to basic medical care is restricted and even denied. These conditions were recognized by

the authorities during the High Commissioner's visit.

According to the Government, the implementation of citizen security operations has led to a

sustained decrease in crime in the country, especially the crime of homicide. However, in the

context of these security operations, OHCHR documented cases of extrajudicial executions

carried out by security forces in poor neighbourhoods. Since the beginning of 2018, the FAES

security operations, created to combat drug trafficking and criminal organizations, have replaced

the security operations called “Popular Liberation Operations” implemented between 2015 and

2017. The people interviewed constantly referred to the FAES as a "death squad" or an

"extermination group". According to NGO reports, the FAES are responsible for hundreds of violent

deaths.

OHCHR interviewed the relatives of 20 young people killed by the FAES between June 2018 and

April 2019. All described a similar modus operandi. The FAES would arrive in black vans without

license plates and would block access points in the area. They were dressed in black, without

personal identification, with balaclavas covering their faces. They would also carry long weapons.

Relatives of the victims described how the FAES broke into their homes, confiscated their

belongings, and used gender-based violence against women and girls, including forced nudity. The

FAES would separate the youths from other family members before shooting them. According to

their relatives, almost all of the victims had received one or more shots in the chest.

Effective access to justice and adequate reparation for victims.

Most of the victims of human rights violations identified in this report have not had effective

access to justice and adequate reparation. According to those interviewed, few people file



complaints for fear of reprisals and mistrust in the justice system. When they do, authorities

fail to investigate and conduct prompt, effective, thorough, independent, impartial, and

transparent investigations.

For example, the families of those who died during the 2017 mass protests continue to face

widespread obstacles to their rights to truth, justice and reparation, with most investigations

failing to advance.

Amnesty International calls for Venezuelan migrants to be recognized as "refugees"

The Cartagena Declaration is a regional instrument from 1984 where, among other conclusions,

the need to broaden the concept of refugee was agreed upon, taking into account the situation

in the region and the doctrine of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. In this way,

the internal laws of various Latin American countries on the right to asylum and refuge, in

addition to containing the elements of the Convention on the Status of Refugees of 1951 and its

Protocol of 1967, also include elements that are considered refugees for the people who have

fled their country. countries because their lives, security or freedom have been threatened by

generalized violence, foreign aggression, internal conflicts, massive violations of human rights

or other circumstances that have seriously disturbed public order.

In this regard, Amnesty International believes that this definition should apply to people who are

currently fleeing the human rights crisis in Venezuela, and should be able to access the asylum

application processes of each country. For Amnesty International, there are widespread violations

of human rights in Venezuela, which put the lives, liberty and security of many people at risk.

UNHCR asks Venezuelan migrants to be considered "refugees"

The UN Refugee Agency considers that the majority of Venezuelans fleeing the country are in

need of international protection as refugees, given the deteriorating political, economic, human

rights and humanitarian in your country.

In a guidance note to governments, UNHCR calls for Venezuelans, whatever their legal status,

not to be deported or forced to return.



The document acknowledges that the number of people leaving Venezuela poses "complex

situations" for which it may be unfeasible to determine refugee status individually. That is

why he recommends “a group recognition”.

The statement explains that for some Venezuelans at risk, the 1951 Refugee Convention

applies, but most would qualify as refugees under the broader criteria set out in the 1984

Cartagena Declaration on Refugees, which applies in the Americas. Latin. (6)

Report of the CASLA Institute

According to the CASLA Institute, in the report of December 12, 2019, it recognizes and narrates

the violations of human rights in Venezuela and the breach of the powers of the public ministry.

In just 48 hours, members of the community were killed and wounded, with lead bullets and

without prior warning mechanisms. They arrested, imprisoned and tortured a representative

number of people, persecuting and repressing entire families of the Pemón ethnic group in

public spaces and even in their homes, causing the forced displacement of their members to

other distant communities, inside and outside the country. (7)

The Mayor himself spoke of at least 22 people killed, another key witness spoke of at least 55

people killed and multiple witnesses interviewed (including gunshot wounds in the

demonstrations) and community captains, commented on how they had seen their surroundings

fall to people wounded by bullets, who were picked up by the same GNB tanks, and who never

knew where they were taken

The persecution of political leaders, deputies, human rights activists, journalists, the media,

trade unions, students and young people, not only has been constant and incisive, but it has

advanced through the use of espionage mechanisms, infiltration of agents in their social

networks, individualized techniques of intimidation persecution, even attacking close relatives,

which affects the psyche of the general population that also is diminished by the humanitarian

crisis that the country is going through. is experiencing and that day by day struggles for daily

survival, thus accusing the reception of the psychoterror promoted by the regime, causing a

massive demobilization compared to previous years, although the social discontent that Nicolás



Maduro already adds reaches more than 89%. This has dismantled effective citizen action to

confront the regime. (8)

The law enforcement agency with the greatest direct impact on the crime of arbitrary detention,

torture and sexual violence has undoubtedly been the DGCIM, which was present in 95% of the

reported cases. The second place is occupied by a joint operation, made up of the FANB, the

DGCIM, the Bolivarian National Intelligence Service (SEBIN), the FAES, the Regional Police of the

State of Bolívar, and groups, with 44.6% that by induction, action and omission were

participants. in crimes against humanity perpetrated against the Pemón people. Finally, the GNP

was the body that acted in two incidents and the SEBIN, likewise, is the perpetrator in two

incidents.

The repressive body with the greatest direct impact on the crime of arbitrary detention, torture

and sexual violence has undoubtedly been the DGCIM, which was present in 95% of the reported

cases. The second place is occupied by a joint operation, made up of the FANB, the DGCIM, the

Bolivarian National Intelligence Service (SEBIN), the FAES, the Regional Police of the State of

Bolívar, and groups, with 44.6% that by induction, action and omission were participants. in

crimes against humanity perpetrated against the Pemón people. Finally, the GNP was the body

that acted in two incidents and the SEBIN, likewise, is the perpetrator in two incidents. (9) The

CASLA institute sent the testimonies of at least 83 direct victims of torture to the International

Criminal Court (ICC). Among some methods, those of the torture patterns of the year 2019 were

the following:

1. Multiple blows and kicks

2. of suffocation and electric drowning

3. Shock

4. hangers

5. use of psychotropic, toxic, flammable or acid substances

6. Injuries caused by handcuffs or

7. pickled or bandagedfor days or weeks

8. Cuts or injuries to the feet or lower limbs.

9. Shots close to the ear (10)

New generation platform posture.



The New Generation Platform (11) , together with the Support Committee for Cuba Decide

in the Netherlands, to which several Venezuelan citizens belong, wants to express the

deepest concern about the human rights situation in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, in

that sense , We are working to support Venezuelan migrants and draw the attention of the

European authorities to the breakdown of the constitutional order in Venezuela and the current

social situation in the country, which is the main reason for migration. In this sense, we request

that

1. the Minister of Justice and Security of the Kingdom prepare a detailed report on the

position of the State in the matter of human rights in Venezuela.

2. The Immigration and Naturalization Service of the Kingdom, pay more attention to the

situation of Venezuelan refugees in the Netherlands, in addition to understanding that

the main reason why they have emigrated is the lack of freedoms and the deficiencies

caused by the current regime of Nicolás Ripe. .

3. That the IND complies with the request made by the Cabinet of the Interim President of

Venezuela, Juan Guaidó to the governments of the world, and which consists of

providing protection and asylum to Venezuelan migrants.

4. The Kingdom analyzes the possibility of applying the requests of the United Nations

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and Amnesty International to declare

Venezuelan asylum seekers as "refugees".

Víctor M. Dueñas Otero
Coordinator of New Generation and Support Committee for Cuba Decide in the Netherlands.

Quelwys Bolaño
Director of the Department of Venezuela.
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